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Scouts to Acquire 
Ne~ Camping Area 

The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
of the Cascade area can thank the 
MacDonald-Osmer Post 451 for 
their new camping a rea. The Le­
gion, pioneers in many community 
projects, has made it possible for 
the Scouts to have a camping area 
on the property recently purchased 
by them. 

A complete section of the pro­
posed community park will be set 
aside for the exclusive use of the · 
Scouting groups. 

•. ·-Ada Community 
Plans Project 

A group of [lublic spirited citizens 
in Ada are planning to organize an 
Athletic Club. Concerned about the 
lack of recreational facilities for the 
younger people, this group plans to I 
hold a meeting in tl1e Township 
Hall, next Wednesday, September I 
21at8 p.m. j 

Still in the discussion stage, the 
1

. 
meeting will acquaint the public 

'.<(fith their pla ns which include the 
purchase of lights for the ball field, 
more bleachers, possible organized 
recreation for Ada teen-agers, a nd 
other ideas which will be a ired a t 
this informal planrung session. 

Projects of t hi s type were a 
topic of discussion in the past and 
it is expected that most of the 
villagers will attend. 

Seek Zoning Change j 
~ Notice is hereby given that a 

public hearing will be held on the 
rezoning of the W 112 of the W 1h 
of the N % of the E %, , Section 4, 
Cascade Township, and known as 
the Thomas property, on Laraway 
Lake road, from Class B residen­
tial to Commercial purposes. At 
the Cascade Township Hall Satur­
day, Sept. 24, at 8 :00 p.m. Use of 
the property is to be for the erec­
tion and use of an American Legion 
Hall and children 's playground. 

M. J. Vanderveen, Clerk 
c-21-22 Cascade Township 

I 

Plan Museum Visit 

Cascade Community Club 4-H 
E ntomology and Wildflower group 
of 13 members plan a visit to the 
Grand Rapids Public Museum Sat­
urday afternoon. Curator Frank L. 
DuMond will show them the mu­
seum's insect collection . Their lead­
er, Mrs. Milo P atterson, Mrs. Her­
bert Flyn and Mrs. Orval Kilmer 
will accompany them. 

.... 
~ FRACTURES LEG AT 

FOOTBALL PRACTICE 

Roger Richards, Goodwood dr., 
brdke his leg during football scrim­
mange at Lowell high school last 
week. Roger, a Cascade school 
graduate, was out for the Fresh­
man team a t Lowell, and it was 
his first day of practice. 

This is the second affliction in 
the family in a few weeks. Roger's 
mother, Mrs. Robert Richards, had 

. a n operation late this summer. 

~ II Change Meeting Date 

Cascade Home Demonstration 
group will meet Tuesday, Sept. 27, 
at 12 o'clock at the home of Mrs. 
Sol Wanrooy, Thornapple River dr. 
Mrs. Elmer P hillips and Mrs. Mar­
tin Vanderveen are luncheon hos­
tesses. The lession will be on "Mak­
ing the Most of Storage Space". 

The meeting has been postponed 
from September 20. 

The PTA meeting of the Collins 
school will hold it's regular meet­
ing on Monday a t 8 p.m. AH pa r­

!· ~ts are urged to attend. 
Last week Mrs. A. VanPortfliet 

of Kirk Dr. returned to her home 
after undergoing major surgery at 
a city hospital. 
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The above map shows twelve school districts covered by the survey taken this past summer by Harold S. Chambers, principal of 
the Hudsonville High School. The proposed consolidation would provide a high school building for these districts. Site for the new 
school would be s ituated somewhere near the geographical center of the area. The elementary schools would retain their present 
status as "crossroad centers" for lower age groups. 

Final Report on School Survey I ~~~~.o~A:::; B"i:.'iuEs Harold S. Chambers Presents Texas Family 

ACE area residents will be pleas- at the home of Mrs. Perry Denison, ecommen a ions 0 "Discovers" Ada I A small barn fire September 7 R d 1· f r Conso1·1da1·1on 
ed to know that the fame of our Thornapple River dr., was the only At a meeting in the Ada School 
beautiful countryside is widespread I work for the Cascade Fire Depart-1 on Wednesday evening, Harold S. 
indeed. The latest family to join m ent this last week. The flames Legion Plans Chambers, technical advisor for 
our community is that of Dr. and I were started by a short-circuit in a the 12 district school consolidation 
Mrs. Clinton Good, recently of wall outlet in the cellar, which is Turkey Shoot survey gave his final report. The 
Eagle Pass, Texas. Unaftle to find 

1 
occupied by Nancy Charters' horse. meet ing was attended by members 
Th d · t ti t ACE are residents will have a suitable housing in Grand Rapids, en ate upwar s m o 1e vacan of the various school boards and 

the Good' s purchased the home fu rnished apartment above, firing chance to 'get in a little pre-season b f ·t· d . 
hunting experience on Saturday, m~m ers o. c1 1zens a v1sory com­

just south of Strong school on But- a davenport. October S. No license is required mr.ttees which the _boa rds had ap-
trick Road where there is plenty The fire was caught early and and you a re assured of getting your . pomted to work with them. L~ 
of room for their fou r youngsters, promptly put out, thanks also to game-IF you are a good shot. Clark, Kent County Supt. of Public 
Clinton, 7, Bruce, 6, Warren, 5, the use of the new " wet water" . Education was also present. The 
and Janis, 14 months, to romp and This is water plus a special deter- The MacDonald ~smer Post 451 report, in book form, was presented 
play as city children can never do. gent which penetrates substances of the Cascade Legron plans to hold to each school board included in 

Dr. Good practiced in Eagle Pass j and keeps them wet. Added to a ;rurkey Shoo! on th~t date from the survey and will be studied and 
for two and a half years, but after truck tanks at the scene of a f ire, 9 111 the mornm~ until dark. The discussed by them before further 
the disastro~s floods in tha t area j it _is especially valuable on hay. Cascade gravel pi~s have been sel- s teps are taken toward possible 
last year which caused many of the Two gallons will fix 2000 gallons ected as the huntmg grounds and consolidation. 

· d t t tt l 1 h th marksmen . and women can blaze . . res1 en s o se e e sew ere, ey of water. At the cost of $3.25 per away to their hearts content. The complete r eport rs prmted 
too decided to pull stakes gallon, the savings in property, wa- Rifles with open sights only will on inside pages of this issue. 

Dr. Good took premedical courses ter damage a nd firem en's risk I 
at Ohio University and Yale. He seemed a good bargain to the town- be . used. Participants . can brin~ CUB SCOUT NEWS 
also attended the Cincinnati Uni- ship board, which last month pur- their o~n weapons, ?r, if _YOU do_n t Monday, September 26, is the 
versity Medical School a nd served chased fifty gallons for the depa rt- O\¥n a nfle, the Legron will furnish date for the Cub Scout's committee 
his internship and residency in in- ment's use. the "shootin' !ron.". . . to hold it's meeting. The time will 
ternal medicine at Saginaw General Th~ Women s Auxiliary will stand be 8 p. m. and Cascade school the 
Hospital in Saginaw. He served as RECORD ATTENDANCE by with barbecue and hot dogs for place. 
a lieutenant in the Navy for two Last Sunday's meeting at the those who are unsuccessful. Next week Thursday at 8 p.m. 
years. Eastmont R eformed Chapel saw a there will be a pack meeting of 

At present he has offices at 2747 r ecord a ttendance. One hundred BAKED GOODS SALE the Cubs. This group will also meet 
Clyde Park in Grand Rapids and three persons were present P astor Mary Martha Guild of Eastmont in the Cascade school. 
is on the staff at St. Mary's hos- J. Boerigter, who is continuing his Reformed Chapel is planning to 
pital. Dr. Good also plans to re- s tudies in Holland, Mich. , will now hold a baked goods sale at the 
ceive patients a t his home after I lead the congregation every other M~ij~rs Super Market, c?rner of 
office hours. , Sunday, instead of weekly, as he I M1ch1g':ll and Fuller on. Friday, the 

The Good children are attending I has done dur ing the summer, 16th. Time of the. sale rs f:i;om 9 a. 
the Ada school a nd have the rare months . 1:1· t~ 1 p.m. Chamnan of .the pro-
distinction, in these parts at least, Ject rs Mrs. Eleanor DeVnes. 
of being able to speak two Ian- The Rozema family reunion was 
guages fluently. Spanish, seldom held Sunday at the home of Mr. The Guild of St. Robert's Church 

Ada, Michigan is sponsoring a Har-

NOTICE 
Due to the fact that the Cascade 

Township dump has been closed 
the township board would appreci­
ate knowing of a place tha t could 
be put to this use. Contact Town­
ship Supervisor, Gerrit Baker. 

c21-22 
heard in this area, is second na- and Mrs. Milton Heaven, Denison 
ture to them and even J anis un- dr. Twenty-five were present from vest Buffet on Sunday, September • LOS'f something? Look for it 
ders tands it perfectly. Grand Rapids and Ionia. {25, 1955. in the Want Ads. 



Presents School Consolidation Report 
A survey of twelve School to :>Ee recently constructed high 

1 
com(ldate Elementary grades. I families and a large number 

1 

ucation for young people, this 
Districts in Kent County, Mich- schools. A second group went Beginning with the fall of 1955, above middle class. There are growth could accelerate greatly. 
igan. (Bounded on the West by to the Capital to make the first it will have a total of 9 class· 'many expensive ranch homes. I (It will be noted that by th~ num­
the Cities of Grand Rapids and approach to the Department of rooms. There are no large business or, ber of places where private build­
E:ist Grand Rapids, on the south Public Instruction on the matter Gove-The one room building shopping centers but there are ers have purchased large acreages 
by ~~6th St. on the North by 4,- to ascerta in procedures for con- was modernized as to heating a number of small ones, Cascade and laid out streets, some even 
mile Road, and on the East by solidation and to secure general and plumbing but no addition and Ada being the oldest and during the summer of 1955 as this 
Thornapple River a nd Grand fc0unsel. A third committee spent w the space was made. la.rgest. At various points grocer- survey is being made, that much 
River, a ll approximately.} one day at Michigan State Uni- Thomas- Located in a strictly ies, garages and gasoline sta-1 new residential development is 

Temporary name of the area: versity attending a conference farming area a nd not experienc· tiom: are to be found. The one~ taking place). 
Grand River Valley Schools. on Modern High School Build- ing a noticeable increase, the pust office in the area is located The Need for a High School 

Problem: Whether to consoli- ing Design. The work of these j District decided to close its build- in Ada. Lumber, hardware, Until recently, the school patrons 
date for the purpose of building comn-iittees and !hat of the writ-, ng for 1955-56 and send its chil-' plumbing . and heating equip- of the area acce ted the fact that 
and operating a Secondary e: were pool.ed m a verbal and I drer. ~o Casca~e. . mcnt'. apphances and drugs are their children w~uld of necessit 
School, and if favorable to do visual report to the people on Colhns- Havmg experienced a sold m from one to three places receive their h"gh s hool d r Y 
~o. what is the procedure? July 21 in the Martin school. ~ild incr~ase a_n~. wanti_ng ~o , each in the area. It is known at one of th; sev:ral ~f~rc~;~ 

Introduction. Ahout .125_ persons from the sev- ~~prove its fac11It1es, th1s ?1s- I th?.t there ~re one or two doc- high schools outside the immediate 
The writer was engaged by . ~ral districts attended the. meet- ~net. bult a new 2 room bu1ld-1 stor\~ a dei;1t~st, an attorn~y and 

1 

area. Many children simply ceased 
the Boards of Education of about I mg and gave strong evidence ing m 1955. e <o:ral ministers. There is one their educational pursuits upon 
half of the Districts covered by . of wanting to k~o~ more and Martin-:-Because . of a very I Roman Catholic church and a completion of the Sth grade or up­
the study to work for a period cxpr~ssed the opm10n that _the m~rked increase in a_ttend~ce few Protestant churches. on reaching the age of 16_ How­
of one month in the summer of question whether to organize J w ith the prospects of mdefm1te The populat10n of the area en- ever with the ever-increasing em-
1955, to asse~ble and bring up for the erection of a high school growth the di~tr~ct ~uilt a mod- . co.mpa_ssed .by the 12 school dis- phasls on the need for high school 
to date the data already obtained should be placed before the peo-, ~rn 2-room bu1ldmg m 1951 and I tricts 1s estimated to be about 10,- education together with an increase 
by various volunteer committees ple as soon as p~ssible. . . . , mcreased it to 6 rooms in 19~4{ 000 persons from_ birth to old ag~. in the number of families residing 
which had been working on the I The data submitted herewith 1s . Knapp-In 1951 the old bmld- Once the e~ucat10nal pro?ram in in the area, there has been a grow­
problem for about two years the ~~sult of these sev~ral_ steps I mg was :eplaced by a steel struc- the. commumty is- modermzed and ing discontent with the lack of 
prior to that time. H e was asked, 1 menLJ_oned_ above. It 1s hoped ture havmg ~ rooms. . . a high school 1s constructed, ?oubt-1 high school facilities nearby. There 
also to gather new data pertinent th~t ~t will help consumate the _Orcha:d View- I'.1_1951 this dis- less the numb~r of new residents has been a growing dissatisfaction 
to the matter at hand. I thmkmg and work of the past tnct built an add1t10n to make will markedly increase. with the increasing cost of tuition 

Due to the limited time allot- ~wo y~ars or more and make I a total of 4 classrooms and 11 Government • I and transportation, especially when 
ed for this survey, it could not · 1t possible to ac:t on the problem J .ill purp?se roo~. . 1 The traditional township form of I it is realized that patrons exercised 
be comprehensive. A minimum · soon:. . 

1 
Bcckwith- Havmg experienced ! government prevails. The area in- ~o le~al co~trol over th~ schools 

of facts, statistics, maps and I Acknowledgement Is hereby! ah;r st ~hen?m~nal _growth ~fter I eluded in this survey is situated m which their boys and girls were 
other data were obtained and I r_nack _of the w~rk of the several ; 19 .5, th1s d1stri~t. first co~s1d~r- I· in portions of four townships with 1 being e?ucated. There was, also, 
assembled, essential to the pro- I committees which laid much of . er~ whether to d1v~de the district . the point common to all four lo-I the feeling on the part of many 
cess of helping the people of the ground work and the encour-1 wit~ . part . ai:nexmg to . Grand I cated near the center and slightly· that it . is be~ter \to have a hi?h 
the School Districts involved de· 1 a~gment lent by Mr. _Lynn Clark, Rap10s. !_his idea was ~1v_en up 

1 

west. All villages are unincorpor- school m wh1c_h the cultural life 
termine (l) whether it is de- : Kent County Sup:rmtenden~ of I c>nd add1t_10i;s to the ex1stmg _4~ ated. of _the commumty comes nearer to 
sirable and feasable to effect Sc~ools. The _steermg c01:nm1ttee 1 ~oorn bu1ldmg were made m.

1 

Roads ?em~ perpetuated than it can be 
some kind of consolidation for I which had given much impetus I ,_954 to r each a total of 8 rooms. . . m high schools of far away com-
the ur ose rimar·l f erect· , to rhe movement toward solving Murphy-Beginning to feel the , Three mam ~ighways P ~ s _s munities in which the influence is 
ing ~ f ~r~ti g 1 Y's~ dar : the problem was as follows: Mr. pinch in 1954, Murphy abandoned I throu~~ ~he ar2e: · Nam~ly, Michi- noticably different from the home 

~ op n a con Y Tommy Ray, Mr. George LeHew, 1 its old building and built a new! gan ig way · US_ Highway 16· community. 
sch'.'Ol, and (2) should that be H' G M . J I . . . and a bypass runmng east and • 
wise, what are the procedures , ·v:rs. Jenn ar_vm, Mrs. ohn ~ room expansible bu1ldmg in west and one running north and Distance has been a factor to 
to bring about a consolidation of Hamer, Mr. Loms DeLeuw and the summer of 19?5·. south. US l3l, MSO, and M37 are reckon with. Not only was it true 
the ~everal Districts concerned. I Mr. Russell Jensen. I · All of these buildi_ngs now ?e· routed over these. There are many that boys and girls had to spend 

It was admitted at the outset The Existing Buildings . I.lig_ used can be_ ~aid to be m) excellent County and Township long periods of time on a n_ot-too-
that only a small number of the I ThE. twelve Districts are ident-1 sat~sfactory condition as to san.- roads in the area, many miles of I comfortable school bus but it was 
Districts were relatively certain J Hied as follows: tat ion and general usefl:'lness a l- which are covered with blacktop. I tru~ that pare.nts found then_i.selves 
J t the time the survey began I Ada Township-Districts No. though the degree vanes from I having to drive, many miles at 
that some type of consolidation , l :inci 3 Ada and Carl Schools. I' fdir to excellent. Topography night to take their children to 
was desired However individ- I Cascade Township-Districts 2 The following schools contin- ~ost of the_ area_ can be des- evening activities, sometimes mak­
uals and Bo~rd memb~rs of all 3, 4 and 6 fractional, Strong: ue to include in their enrollment cnbed as rolling_ with almost no I ing two trips-one to convey them 
of the 12 Districts included in Cove, Cascade and Thomas . ~he, 7th a nd/ or 8th grades. A?a, large area tha~ is flat and also .. to the activity and. one to bring 
the ~urvey had expressed them-I schools. I L::tr1, Cascade, Gove, Collms, no extremely high hills. There are them home. The distance factor 
sclv~s as interested and eager Grand Rapids Township-Dis-, Knapp and Beckwith. Ada ex- a few small lakes an_d several meant, also, ~hat seldom di? the 
to cooperate in the effort to' triers 2 5 Franctional 9 10 11 tends through the 9th grade, swamps. Two _large n vers, the parents of high school children 

gather data They also expressed I Conins' Martin Knapp' 'orc'harrt Mention is made of this because Thornapple commg f~om the south, take the trouble to attend parent 
· · ' ' ' ·f c sol"d t • e e ff t d and the Grand passing by on the meetings 0 th t· ·t· h tt en· selves as having an open View and Beckwith schoQls. 1 on 1 a !On w r a ec e . · . ' . r o er ac 1v1 1es sue 

rr:i~~ as to the possible outcome Paris Township-District No. and a high school built, these ~East sid~ m a norwesterly direc- as athletic contests, pla::irs, concerts, 
It wa well established that th~ 4 'l\1urphy School upper grades could immediately t1on, contribute_ greatly to the beau- etc., which might have been bene­
·once~sus of opinion by the ma· , irany of the ~mall buildings be taken out of these buildings ty a nd at~ra_ct1veness of the area ficial in many ways. 
c • · d h b 1- th for the bu1ldmg of homes. An aer- T.t,. ce d 11 t ·1ority of the people in the area (1 Room in most cases) were ' ar. t ere Y re ieve e pressure · . . 1r nsus an enro men · . ' I f t • b t h t b ial map, taken m the summertime figure h th t th was that there was need for 1 adequate until about the year or a ime, 0 as 0 num ers . s s ow a ere are 
crreatly improved facilities for,. J!)-!5 following the close of the 1 and type of program. shows a bvery largde portion of the already more than enough boys 
t he education of the boys and C.:eeond World War At this time The prospects for growth are 1 ~rea tob e w~de · On. the whole and girls of all age levels to 

- · • d · 11 h 1 t Th it may e described as p1cturesque.1 · .... f h " h h 1 · th 
girls on the secondary~level, be- the marked increase in the birth goo_ In a sc 00 s excep om- . JUSL.

1. Y a ig sc oo m e area: 
ginning with the 7th grade. It I rate prevalent throughout the as, ai least for the present. Carl, Zonmg 1 \Yh11e as recent as the year_ 1945i 
was agreed, also, that the re- I U~ted States, began to be felt Go~e, Murphy and Strong have An examination of z.oning laws I tnere ~ere but 1,186 children 
tention of the existing neighbor- in these school districts. Also, sho.vn o_nly mild growth but are. of the four townships of which the I f_r~m ~irth to 19. ye~rs of a_ge,. 
hood Elementary schools was de- i.here began to be a migration lo~~ted m s_uch a ma nner . as to: surveyed area is a part, r eveals llvrng m the 12 districts studied; 
sirable and essential. from the city to the rural areas expect contmu~d growth_ If !he the fact that restrictive zoning in by M~y of 1955 there were 3,0~0, 
Until the present time, boys and 

1 
where families desired to pur- pr<.•se_nt trend m the migratwn j th.e area _with which this survey 1-a;: !~crease of 156%. ~reakmg 

girls in the 7th through 12th I cliase large lots or small acre-, of city dwellers to. _rural and I 1s concerned has not developed to thc~e figures down, we fmd that 
gr.:..ae have been permitted to J ages and erect modern houses, ;~bl~rban areas pe_rsists. Ad~, a very definite stage. Maps of I ~here are at ~reseni 1,004 pre­
attend secondary schools in East mostly of the ranch type. Many '-ollms, Orchard Vi_ew, Mar_tm, each township are available but 1 ~chool age ch1l_dren, 1,175 ele­
Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids, I of the schools soon outgrew their I Cascade and ~eckwith are like- these, too, testify that zoning is ~nentary age children and about 
Rockford, Lowell and Caledonia, I housing but some remained stat- ly . to _experience tremendous I still very limited in scop_e thus 

1 
•• 00 ?f secondary age (grades 

t he cost of tuition and transpor- ic or even declined as popula- growth m the near_ fu!ure. far. It can accurately be said that, 7 tlnough 12) . 
tatiun being paid by the sending tion shifted. However, the prob- 1 T_llese 6 school districts coul? insofar as this area is concerned, If . the present rate of growth 
Districts. Some of the young lc:m of providing satisfactory Sec· fo:~tl t~e fram~work for c?ns?h· at _least_ 95% of it .is co~sidered c~~tmues through 1965, • the:r:e 
people attended parochia l schools, ondary education became more d::t,ion mto a high school district. residential by township ordmances. wl.l be 2,000 pre-school age chil-
the expense being borne by .serious everywhere. An ever in- Socio-Economic Factors It must be realized that much of dren, 2,200 of elementary age 
their families, But, due to the, creasing percentage of children While a large portion of this the land is divided into farmsteads , and 1'.300 of secondary age. At 
grea t distance of many of these wanted to attend high school. area was a t one time g iven to ~nd is not as yet platted for res-1' that tu;ie schools for_ 3,500 boys 
high schools, the fact that the The following is a fairly accur- farming, a t the present time ~den~al pur?oses. ~ull scale farm- and girls from Kmde:garten 
larger and wealthier high school ate report of the changes which farming has declined to the point 11~g is earned on. m very few ~ec-J through th~ 12t~ grade will have 
districts indicated only a mild took place in each District: where it is not considered signifi-1 tlons of the tentory. Part time! tv be provided m some way. 
dE..sire to continue accepting Ada- At one time Ada con- cant economically. It has been I farming is much more prevalent. I Poss ible Solutions 
s tudents from outside, plus .-the sidered seriously organizing a estimated by residents in the Many of _the owners of farm l~nd In its effort to provide a Sec­
fact that it has been known for full 12-grade high school but area that less than 13% of the are looking forwa;d to plattmg ondary Education for the stud­
sorne time that educational and aba!ldoned it when it was ob~\ people living there make their • them for sale to city people who! en ts in the given area, the foJ.I 
political leaders in the state were :sewed that the increase, strong, liv ing by farming solely. About I ~ant space and the open country j lowing possibilities exist: 
beginning to question the advis- in many other districts did not 70% earn their livlihood by side. I 1. Continue as now so long 
ability of continuing the general 1 occ~1r and when it was realized working in industrial plants Future Land Use as tile "foreign" high schools 
policy of educating boys and 

1

. that the wealth of the District in and near Grand Rapids while,. All of the facts about the top-: will accept the pupils and so 
girls on a secondary level by was not great enou~ to support about 17% are engaged in busi- ography of the area its present 1 long as the "tuition" system is 
means of paying tuition to "for- a ~;igh school. It was decided to ness and professions. use, the trend towa;d residential possible. (This plan is proving 
eign" districts, the patrons of maintain only a 9th grade school There are no la rge industries j development as opposed to com- 1 itself unsatisfactory to the peo­
thc E lementary schools in the JI and pay tuition to other existing in the area and it has been pre~ I merce and industry, its proximity ple and its future continuance is 
survey area began to think it 12th grade schools. The building .dieted that there will be none I to a large metropolitan center, its 1 definitely in doubt.) 
migh1 be well to consider build-• has 7 r ooms, a gym and a lunch\ for :>ome time due to the rolling availability in large lots or small I 2. Various sections of the area 
ing a high school at some con- r oom. character of the land and due acreages, and its desirability for could join up with exis ting high 
venient place nearer their homes. Carl- This dis~r~ct ~onstructed I to 1he fact that industries, . in comfortable living in modern times, I sch~c.l districts outside the area. 

From time to time meeting& of a 0:1e room add1t10n m 1954 to I recent years, seem to be locatmg make it possible to predict with I This does not appear practical 
persons representing the Dis- take care of the increase. defiriitely in that part of the confidence that within the next few I since no existing school district 
tricts in the area were held. Com- Strong- Beginning with the . Cour-:ty which lies south and west years (if the present economic con- hav!ng a high school has pro­
mittees were appointed and 1· fall of 1955, the buLJding wil~ I of Grand Rapids. ditions continue) there will be a , posed that this be done. Further­
m u ch information gathered. be temporarily closed and the A visit to the community, not- steady increase in the number of 1 more, it is known that a ma­
When the writer began his dut- children transported to Ada ing every horn~, reveals the fact I new homes built. Should there be j jority of the patrons of this area 
ies, these committees were re-

1

1 school. that a very high percentage of I constructed a modern high school do not want to annex with these 
activated and some new ones set Cascade- Suddenly feeling t he the people are comfortably sit- building with all its prospects for disfr;cts and no overtures have 
to work. One new Committee ~well in enrollment, this district uat1::d. There exists' a lmost no meeting the cultural, socal, a nd been made to them to date.) 
made a trip by bus to Whiteh'.111, 

1 
improved its. buildli;1J?S and sue- impoverised families _but there I recreational _n~eds of t~e adults as 3. Certain di_stricts of this area 

Grand Haven a nd Hudsonville cess1vely built add1t10ns to ac- are a great ma ny middle class well as prov1dmg a satisfactory ed- m 1 g h t consider consolidation 



apart from the rest of the a r ea (Sr.Q children, 25 to a classroom, a single central secondary school cation' around interests already es-1 and that in planning any n ew 
and begin building a high school wottld require 32 room. Class- 1 to :;ecure a sufficiently large ! tablished through social and eco- buildings special thought shall 
(This plan would mean that, rooms can be constructed and membership to make a diversi- nomic relationships. These natural · be given to provisions for adult 
present conditions, prev_ail_ing, ~quipped for $15,000 each, mak- 1 fied program ec?nomically feas- · communities furni~h the most logi- l 1~se insofar as financially prac­
cnly very indaequate bu1ldmgs mg a total of $480,000.) Proof , able, but there is no reason to I ~al means of. securing actual equal- I t1cal. 
and curriculum would be pos- of this can be found in "Costs 1 assume that all elementary 

1
1ty of ed~cational programs .f~r the I e) That t ransportation of chil­

siole. Also, the weaker districts ' ~nd Trends of Current Build- I school children sh?u~d also be rural children .and a~e suff.ic1ently d~en. within the district shall be 
would be left and their children mgs'' by F. W. Dodge, noted sent to a central bmldmg by long large to permit enriched mstruc- c11rried on to the fullest extent 
stranded as to high school attend- architect. Available in the offices and expensive transportation. It , tional p~grams at a relatively low 1

1 

for the safety and convenience 
ance. The new small high school of architects. (A gymnasium ' is probable I]1ore nearly true · economic outlay. of children insofar as Sta te a nd 
might not be willing to accept would cost an additi.onal $75_,000. l !hat s~all, even .one-.room b.uil?- l In view of these con~iderations local finances will permit. 
them as tuition paying students, Add $50,000 for a site, architect: : mgs will be z:iamtamed within the community organization should f) That all regular Board meet­
or i1 they did, the per capita! fees, attorney fees, etc., and th.e : ~ese commun~ty areas to pro· be dev~loped around natur~I con· ings shall be open to the public/ 
cost would of necessity be so total cost would reach about v1de more eas_1ly and natural~y centratlons of population, social ancl and held in such a place and 
high as to make tuition very $605,000 which is about $200,000' for the educat10n_ of small ch1l .. , other common interests, _Iarge nianner as to cause the patrons 
E-xpensive.) I less than the net -present bond- , dren close- to their homes. , enough to enable the local c11strict to f eel welcome. 

4. Consolidate the entire 12 dis- I ing ~apacity of the 12 districts.); I T he weakness of the existing to bear a proper share of the bur· · g ) That the Board of Educa­
tricls and u se the resulting com- I Th:.i::; it. is seen tha~ it would, . one room school is not that such de.n of current expense and to per· I tion provide written policies as 
hined valuation to provide for b~ possible .to p:ov1de a n ew I s~~ocls cannot be conduct~ ef. m1t the develop~ent of an adequate I to the objectives of the school · 
the total educational needs of all h igh school m this area to ac- f1c1ently but r a ther that inflex- program for child and adult edu· and the means of securing them 
the children in the area (See I comodate 800 young people '. ible current district organizaton ~ational, avocational and recrea· them and, further, as an aid to( 
recommendations.) ; grades 7 through 12. (In the : n1akes it impossible, except at tional needs. the employed personnel of the 

F . . 1 c .d t 'o j year 1954-55 a total of 520 were I great cost to furnish the same ; C. Recommendations for the S"hools manc1a ons1 e ra 1 ns . . . . • , · · 
. . , enr olled m grades 7-12 mclus1ve, : quality of instruction that urban Local Survey Area. h ) That the Board of Educa-

~0. governmental authority m in the local schools and the sevc j children receive. The creation of I The area composed of the 12- tion shall each year adopt an 
Mic1ugan has ever de.cr~d i:ow er;ll secondary schools outside larger and more flexible com- ·1

1 
districts (plus one or two more' J operating budget showing how 

much tax~bl~ wealth is re~uired 1 
the area.) This building coulrl ' munity districts will make pos- that are contigious to them)' the funds are to be used and 

:or _1he building an? ope~t10n °l be expanded if advisable. H ow- I s1b'.e the planning of crossroads compose a natural ...:omunity hav- 1 shall also indicate the total a­
<'. !ugh scho?l but is we . e!itat,. ever, by that itme it migh t bf' attendance centers with a "uf· ing many common interests a- mount of revenue expected for 
~ishcd that it. takes considerable ; Wi~cr to _erect a Junior High ficieHtly concentr ated p~pil-load m ong which are social, economic, I each year and its sources. 
·i:oney to bmld_ an? operat~ / , bu!ldmg m the northeast oq to warrant a good teaching pro· governmental, and cultural. i) That the Board of Educa-
high . school which is to sa~is YI southeast part of the a rea or gram. : While at first it may seem that' I tion shall see to it that the 
th~. Cl~mands of modern society . . botn. (See recommendations.) ; B. The Community School. j the economic in~eres~s are not fmancia~ records of the scho?l 

.le is an accepted fa~t. th~t I OpEration costs must be com- i Extended study by education- common to all, it will be obi· are audited annually by a cen-
there are many communities m I puted next. A budget for the . t 'al · t d n· 1 served on second thought that , fied public accountant. 
?-ifJchigan which cannot afford a oper;.;tion of existing elementary . is .s. t's~cih og~s s, tn t ~o: J~a · even this aspect of living is com- I j ) That teacher standards shall 
high school but are, neverthe- schools plus the new• high school · scien is .s t~s oeend evo e 0 et rr.on to all in that nearly every( be high to insure t he best edu;-
I t · t d f 'ling only · 1 rE:orgamza ion an irnprovemen f .1 1 k h . . • 
ess; rymg 0 0 so, a.i . • 1 would likely total $275,000 next ' oI local school government since · ~m1 Y oo s to t ~ metropol1~an cati?n possible with the funds 

because local tax valuat10n is year for example This amount 11930 Th t h t city of Grand Rapids to provide; iwailable . 
insufficient. In declding whether'' could be realized .in State Aid I th . b~ cu~-re'.1 t approa~ tho i employment. Good r oads, the au- . 4 That as soon as possible 
or not to recommend that a all --ources plus local tax reve~- . f e t~ro emf t1hs m cehro1mols doi.str1'cte I b mobile, and telephone have I aft~r the merger of d istricts is · · ·ty h. h d I ' ~ ' j u11c 10n o e s . , . . . . g1\.en commum ' w IC oes ue at 7 mills It is important to r> . . . ' dl t 1. . •made 1t easily possible- yes even affected a secondary school 

t 1• d h' h h 1 b t ' · ' · pm10n is r ap1 . y crys a 1zmg d . bl f . . . • 
~lo .1av~ a goo ig sc oo u ' pobt out however, that an en-. j that the objective in terms of . esira e-:- or. a group of fam1l- bmldmg be constructed as near 
Nould like to have one, shoul~ riched program somewhat be- , 1 . 1 h 1 dm ·strati is the I 1es to reside m a suburban terr the center of the newly formed 
buiid and operate a good high yond the minimum would re I oc.t t'sc 00f a m. 11 on h t , r itory which may therein pro- di.,trict as practical 
school calls for careful consider· , "Uir"' addtional income fro~ . cre::i i.on o a fsoc1a Yd _cot eretn I v :de for almost every need ex- S. That a site fo~ the second-

t . f h f' · l f t .., '- · area 1n terms o soun in eres s. . . . . . 
~ 10n o t e mancia ac ors some source. It is conceivable, j • . 'cept employment, this to be sup- ary school consist of a mm1mum 
mvolved. · furthermore, that the per capita I r~e concept of the American plied in a place nearby set aside( of 40 acres and located where 

The history of education in cost of education generally may ' ~:mb,JC school as a_ cultu~al clear· for it w?ere ind~st~y, commerce, j 2.dvantage can be taken of the 
'.\1ichigan indicates that ther e j' rise in the next few years for I mg house, and 1n:1partial, non· a nd busmess ex ist m abundance I r olling contour of the land for 
has been a steady increase in ~ · h b tt partisan, non-sectarian, and class- and are stable. beauty and economy in construr--

. . J..r Vanous reasons, sue as e er less social agency operative not . . I · 
the share of the fmanc1al burden I p<ty for teachers, and thus make · . d . h ' . d f h 'ld I The .uea covered m this sur- t;on. 
for education being borne by l greater demand on local com- 0

1 
niy urmg t e hperblO s 0 c 1. 

1
· ,·ey appears to be a good ex- 6. That the new high sch oor 

t e tate as agams oca munt1es for operatmg revenues. 1 d . h . d f ample of this sort of community. UJ m g e p anne or a m axi• h S . t 1 1 . . . 1oorl and yout ut essentia · · I b ·1d· b 1 d f · 
sources. However, there is no . a :? . urmg • t e p_erio 0 ma- The only important essential to mum of 800 to 1200 students 
indication at present that the I Co.ncl~sion tw:ny for_ the contmued de~el.op- good living not found in the for good administration and that 
responsibility for providing edu- , _A. Reorgamzat10n Trends Ln • me~t, guidance, 3:nd. ~etrammg area is a secondary school build· as soon as the agreed m aximum 
cation both on an elementary J Mi~higan. . . . ofn_d1e a?~lt for mdivi9ual and ing and program. This can bei ?.ppears to be near to attain; 
and a secondary level will be' I 1 he S tate of Michigan, like ~o~i:il _efficiency, mak~s it doubly supplied easily because the re- ment that one or two juniorr 
removed from the local taxing ma~iy other states, . fac~s the essentia~ t?at the m dependent I sources are adequate. high school buildings be built,/ 
units As a matter of fact thera proi.Jlem of reorgamzmg its local school districts grow out a natur-1 It I Th f R d cne in the sout heast part of thei 

· ' 1 l d' · t ·d l a1 r for social relation s, ere ore, ecommen · are many who think the State sc 100 istric s to provi e equa · '. a ea . - d. area and one in the northwest 
has gone too far and that there ily of educational opportunity for ships. The publlc school should e i. That all of the 12 districts part of the area. 'r:hat these lat, 
3hould be a change in the pr01; rural as well as. urban ~outh and I ser:r~ as a .forum for t?e merge into om: district either ter twq buildings be so construct. 
portion of responsibility, fore- , to operat.e. the mstruct1onal pro- I pol!t1c~l as well as social by annexation or consolidation ed that t hey may r eadily be con­
ing the local units to bear a. I gram ~ff1~1ently_ and econo:n1c~l- ed~cat10n of .~he adult popw (using procedures found in Act verted into senior high schools 
greater share. Hence, it is es-1 ly. It is impossible to. mamta~n la tlOn ,a neuLral . area w.here' No. 269 of the Public Acts of the if and when necessary a nd that: 
sE'ntial to make sure that the th_e vast nuz:iber .of primary dis- ai:_problems affectm~ the mter- ' 1955 Legislature, Michigan). !the central high school build­
local potential is great enough triets that still exist on~y. at great es. s. needs a nd desire~ of t~e I 2. That this consolidation be I ing be so planned that the 13th 
to bear the load before under- I cost-too z:i~ch for efficiency. .p_eopl~ m ay be norma ly sat s- made into a school district of the a nd 14th gr ades may be included 
takiug a new enterprise such Recogmt10n of _the. ne~d for ~ied m freedo_m fro_m the emo- Third Class, if legally possible, 1 when and if advisable. 
as is the underlying pr oposal structural reorgamzat10n is not dons of part1~ansh1p or other to allow for a seven member I 7. That the- present element­
before this study. new but was started in Michigan conf!1ct produc1:ig interests. board to insure a wide spread I cry buildings be operated to 

Taking the entire 12 districts as early as the "Nineties" with This a~ult_ soc~al functl?n of ~he_ of interest in the problems o! 1· their full efficiency including, as 
into account, one finds that the tl:e . authorization of _township sch~l district m Ame~ican life, even the smallest local g roup. ~oon as possible, only grades 
total valuation of all of them as districts (now made illegal m I so vital and onc_e so. ~id~s?read, 3 That in the proposal to the I :Kindergarten through 6. Once· 

• J I M'c) ) R t r t' f has slowly fallen mto ms1gmficance . d ' . h b l ' equahzed by the State for tax, - 1 ngan · econs uc 10n o . people concerning this merger 1 the 1stncts ave een conso l-
ing purpose in the year 1955, is school districts during the first through n~glect. One of the serious into one district certain pledges dated into one, advantage should 
$12 441076.00. It is a matter of third of the twentieth century ~robl_ems m the f~ture of_ the ~a- be made which , will give assur- . be taken of the flexibility of 

' ' . f · l d th th f tT · l t10n 1s the r ecreation of d1scuss10n I d . 
record that there a_re ~ la~ge 01 owli~d t' e e?tryh o a rh 1 1c1a I and educational centers where the an ce of reta ining all the good 

1 

a tt
8
enTahnce a reas,. t~en poss1bbl~. 

number of communties m Mich- conso a 10n w1 muc em- . . . . f a"pects of the present primary . at a ll bmldmgs t o e 
igan which have built and are phasis upon the single central mdiv1 id~atl mtay, .m terms h.0 n~f dlstricts plus those of ·the new' - constructed shall be constructed 
maintaining and operating a com- school in an artificial collection , tura 1.n er~~ s'. impr;~e d is set larger district and to insure ef- ·, within the limits of finances 
Plete education system from the Gf old rural districts. In many goh~erhnihng Ue .tcidenScty.t e egree . 0 ficient a nd democr atic admini~ 12vailable at the time and accord-. s t h l'd · w 1c t e m e a es can r emam . Kmdergarten through the 12th of the ta es t ese conso i at10ns 1 d t' . t th t . stration of t he schools These, m g to the need, but each cap · 
grade on valuations much less, J Juring the booming "twenties" tfi;u Yt edmotcra icd agaitns Ii' et. er~i- r.ledges should include ~t least .

1 

able of being expanded without 
~ d h t' c ren owar cen r a za 10n m ,.. . . . . . some as low as $5 000 000 !'!ow- were base upon t e assump 10n 1 t' .t . d d t the fotlowing · reqmrmg- ma)or changes 111 its 

ever the quality 'of 'their pro- J of the need for bringing all chi]- govertnhme;ta tc ivi ~ 1~ ~~en f:.n a) That .the neighborhood J structure. · 
•>-rar:is and the extent of their dren to a central building with- I ~pon e d eve op~en ° _se t~u 1~- schools for the education of Ele- 1 
~urriculum is of necessity inad-' out muc. h consideration for t he I ie~c:Yt anti comfple enlcy m e at- mentary children from the Kind- J HAROLD S. CHAMBF,;RS 

'bT f · · d nums ra on o oca governmen . 
<"q'-late. poss1 1 Ity o usmg r~or_gamze The school is one institution er garten through the 6th grade I --

In order to determine whether one and two room buildings lo- through which this problem may be r etained · wher ever practica l . 
a i1igh s?ho?l can be built by cated at. n~tura1 crossroad ~en- 1

1 be possible of solution. The domi- with whatever improvements can I 
:hest:12 d1str1cts, were they com- ters for l!m1ted age gr?ups .. With- nant future school district in Mich- be affected. 
binetJ, it is necessary to take into 1 out a~equate S!ate ?irect10n o.r · igan will probably be the natural b) That the Board members I 
consideration, not only their total prov1s10n_ ~or financmg consol!- J community whi~h may be defined 

1 
shall be elected in such a man- I 

val:.iation but also their present dated bmldmg, th~se new central as a land area in which the urban.

1 

ner as to cau se each part of , 
and probable future obligations. schools were built out of the! suburban and rural inhabitants t he a r ea to be r epresented in­
At :0% of the valuation, the proceeds of local loans and the I a re mutu~lly interdependant for the J sofar as this can be accom_plis.h-J 
bonding capacity of this combin- debt spread upon a land area j satisfaction of their normal wants . ed by col'Tlmon agreem ent, fair-
ed area would be $1,244,107 . • 

1 

that could ill afford the addi- While the basic factors determin- i r.ess and thoughtfulness. I 
There is at present a total net ti_onal burden. Wh_en t ?e farmers ing the community unit are rela- I c) That a committee of citi­
debt in all of these districts of I discovered to their dism.ay that tively constant, its size may be J zens. of at least 30_ p~rsons :epre-

1 
$387,173. This would leave $856,- the~ were now supportmg the variable. School attendance ar eas I sentmg every ex1stmg primary 
934 with which to build and equivalent of a second mortgage, within the community administra- 1 and graded district , as of now, 
equip a new high school and to . they conceived a violent distaste tive district will also vary with ' and each attendance district 
make such · additions, remodel- for consoli.dation. T he rea~t!o.ns density of population and topo- after consolidationt be al?pointed 
ings , etc., of the existing ele- 1 to the_se' I:igh pressur~ art1f1c1al graphical conditions. .by the Board of Educat10n ~nd 
m<::mary buildings as are neces- · consohdat10ns wer e d iscussed at The reorganization of the local in such a m anner as to provide 
sary. Of course, as the demand J length in. Grange and Farm Bur- school district into natural com- for a turnover about every three 
for elementary classrooms be- eau meetmgs and a gradual pre- munities has definite and unescap- years. I 
come necessary, the taxable l jud~ce grew against the consoli· able values. Strong social and ec- This comz:iittee shall be . ad· . 
wealth will increase also in the dat1on movement. Although con- onomic interests already have been visory and its r ecommendat10ns 1 
en::ction of new homes which J doncd on the basis of improve- established in these areas. They r E:ce!ved by th~ Board for consid- l 
are responsible for the Increased mem, many of these hasty con- offer a means for the gradual har- erat10n, but m full knowledge I 
enrollment. A new high school '! solidations were ill-advised and monization of the t raditional sub- 1 of the fact that only a Board 
snoc.1 Id be bu i1t to meet the pres- , frequently of dubious value. urban and rural conflicts and thus j cf Education, as legally constit­
ent needs and in such a w a y This concept has pretty well :make for greater social unity I ed, may make decisions, set poli- 1 
as to be expanded with a mini- run its course and increasing 1· through mu tu a 1 understanding cies, and act for the people. , 
mum of cost to meet probable emphasis is being placed on the growing out of the iQter-dependance I d ) Tha t the buildings of the I 
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fu ture needs. A good basic build- COMMUNITY SCHOOL. Natur - , of these individual interests. It is JI district shall be m ade available I 
ing could be built for $480,0001 al community districts of the more easily possible for the schools tc the public for social, educar 
inciuding the cost of equipment. future will undoubtedly require to develop adult programs of edu- tjonal, a nd recreational purposes ----------------
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